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Sunday, May 20, 12:30 p.m. 

 Celebrate Moms for the amazing job they do!  
Invite girlfriends, sisters, aunts, grandmas, and moms 
to an old-fashioned Spring Tea with hors dôoeuvres.  
 The cost is $8 per person.  Sign up in the patio. 
If youôd like to be a Table Hostess and decorate one of 
the tables with your favorite ñStorybookò or ñPrincessò 

theme, please contact Karla Gaines. 

 

òHow blessed we are to have had something that makes 
saying ôGoodbyeõ so hard.ó ñWinnie the Pooh (adapted) 

Itõs so hard to say òGoodbyeó 
 

     After 19 years of faithful service as the Lead Pastor 
here at Torrance First Baptist Church, Pastor Charlie 
and Karen are moving back to Oregon to serve once 
again at the church in Gresham, Oregon, that they left 
so many years ago. 
       It is with heavy hearts that we bid them farewell. 
They will be greatly missed!  Please pray that they will 
be abundantly blessed as they make this move that the 
Lord has called them to. 
       Please also pray for the new Pastor that will be 

coming to replace him here at TFB. 
 Their last Sunday will be May 13.  We will have one combined service at 
10 a.m. that day with a baptism, special program, and a reception time for you 
to say goodbye.  If youôd like to show your appreciation to the Riceôs, there 
will be a basket available for cards expressing your thanks for their many years 
of service here at TFB.  Gift cards and love offerings are also appropriate thank 
you gifts. 



by Pastor Rog 

others would say that we here at 
TFB stand uncompromisingly on 
the truth of Godôs word and that we 
are so full of grace that people are 
attracted to our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 And then, of course, there is our 
God-given mission to make 
disciples.  Helping other people 
come to Jesus and follow Jesus is 
still Godôs calling for TFB even in 
the midst of leadership change. 
 
 It has been a privilege for Karen 
and I to be a part of the TFB family. 
We are thankful for the years we 
have been able to minister 
alongside you.  We are going to 
miss ministering with you, but we 
are confident that God has great 
things in store for you in the years 
ahead. 

Dear Family, 
 Have you ever felt alone?  Itôs 
not a good feeling.  There have 
been times in my life, both home 
and abroad in the rural villages of 
India, when ñalonenessò crept in.  
 In thinking of this, Iôm sure 
our Lordôs disciples felt very alone 
as they heard their Master speak of 
going away.  What were they to 
do? 
 How thankful I am that the 
Lord Jesus is fully aware of all our 
situations and misgivings.  But not 
only does He know all of this, He 
also has a plan in place to minister 
to our needs. 
 On the night before the Lord 
Jesus went to the cross to die for 
our sins, He met personally with 
His disciples.  Think of itðalone 
with Himðbeing taught by Him.  
How absolutely wonderful! 
 As He met with His disciples, 
what did He say?  Part of His 
conversation with them is found in 

 As I wrap up my ministry with 
you, the Scripture that keeps 
coming to my mind is the succinct 
description of Jesus in John 1. 
 
 It says that Jesus came to earth 
ñfull of grace and truth.ò  I hope 
that over the 19 years that I have 
served with you, the balance of 
grace and truth has been seen in 
my life and ministry. I hope that 

Jesus said that He would build His 
church and that He would never 
leave us nor forsake us. So Karen 
and I leave you knowing that Jesus 
is staying right here with you and 
that He will continue to build His 
church at TFB. 
 
 May grace and truth be evident 
among you, and may Jesus Christ be 
the center of your attention. 
     With all our love, 

     Charlie & Karen Rice 

John 14.  Please read vv. 15-19.  
Please read it now. 
 There are many wonderful 
truths found in these verses.  Iôd 
like to highlight a few here. 
 Jesus said to those questioning 
disciples who had heard Him speak 
of going away and wondered, 
ñHow will we make it without 
Him?ò  Our Lord, knowing their 
dilemma says in verse 18: 
ñI will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you.ò 

 Being an orphan is a very 
difficult thing.  Those who are 
orphans have to fend for 
themselves.  They are hungry most 
of the time, and they usually have 
no safe place to run to.  Along with 
this, they have no one close to 
share their lives and concerns with.  
Talk about ñaloneness.ò  This is it! 
 Well, when our Lord returned 
to heaven after His resurrection, 
what was He going to do to keep 
His disciples from feeling as 

orphans?  Verses 16 and17 gives us 
the answer: 
ñAnd I will ask the Father, 
and He will give you another 
Counselor to be with you 
foreverðthe Spirit of truth.  
The world cannot accept 
Him, because it neither sees 
Him nor knows Him.  But you 
know Him, for He lives with 
you and will be in you.ò 

 From the Greek word  ParaklǛtos, 
the Holy Spirit is referred to as a 
Helper, Comforter, Counselor, and 
Advocate.  The word means ñOne 
called alongside to help.ò  Itôs also 
important to know that the word 
ANOTHER means ñof the same 
kind or quality.ò 

Continued on p. 9 
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Womenõs Retreat, May 4-6 
 We know as Christian women, your days are filled with busy schedules, commitments, and 
responsibilities. Take a break from the busyness and come with us to Thousand Pines' Women's Retreat 
for a weekend to re-charge both spiritually and physically. Take this opportunity to hear some great 
teaching, spend time relaxing, listening for the Lord, and reflecting amidst the beauty of our mountains. 
Be pampered with gourmet meals, professional massages, afternoon tea, and other 
special activities. 
 We will be blessed with inspiring messages from speaker and author, Donna 
Jones. Donna is the author of four books, including Seek: A Womanôs Guide to 
Meeting God and Taming Your Family Zoo. Donna is deeply involved in her home 
church. Her favorite role, though, is wife to JP, and mom to their three young adult 
kids. They make their home in southern California.  
 Check with Ann Pursche to see if there is still room.  Costs:  Glamping ~ $190 (4 
to a room); Standard cabin ~ $180 (26 ladies);  or Rustic ~ $165 (6 ladies).   Donna Jones 

 On May 19, the Torrance Pregnancy Help Center 
will be having their 31st Walk for Life at 8:30 a.m. at 
Veteranôs Park in Redondo Beach.  For details and to 
RSVP, contact Stephanie at 424/263-4855, or 
sturner@phctorrance.org. 
 Jill Lee will be walking again this year.  To sponsor 
her, or for more details, email her at 
jillngale@juno.com.  Gale and Jill will be hosting a 
table there too with information about all TFB has to 
offer, so if you want your ministryôs information 
included, please give them a flyer. 

Seniors & Friends 

May 18 ~ 12 noon 
Join us as we get together to enjoy 
food and each otherôs company here in 

the annex and gym. 


