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Bittersweet 
òGood-Byeó 

Sunday 

  Over 400 people attended the service on May 13 to say good-bye to Pastor 
Charlie and Karen Rice, some coming from as far away as Texas and 
Pennsylvania.  In remembrance of their 19 years here at TFB, they were 
presented with a beautiful glass replica of the stained glass image of Christ 
which is above the choir loft. In addition to bidding ñGodspeedò to the Rices, 
six people were baptized, and Matt Strand, our Director of High School 
Ministries, was presented with a ñLicense for Ministry.ò  See pictures below. 

l. to r.: Abigail, Olivia, Lillian, 
Brooke, and Sara 

A gym full of well-wishers Karen & Charlie 
Rice family members & friends 
who came for the occasion 

Matt Strand & Deacons 

       Glenn is a Chicago-based Christian blues musician, singer, 
songwriter, and pastor. He has been presenting the gospel through 
music for 45 years. Glenn fronted the hard rock Resurrection 

Band for more than 25 years before setting out on his own to pursue other 
musical avenues. Glenn's solo career is centered around the blues. His extensive 
discographyð35 recordings to dateðincludes projects of rock 'n' roll, R&B, 
worship, American roots and, the thread through it all, the Gospel message. 
        Come and enjoy an evening of music, fellowship, and encouragement here 
at TFB from one of the premier blues guitarists.  Free-will offering to be taken. 

In Concert! June 22 at 7:00: Glenn Kaiser  



by Pastor Rog 

good!  How did he deal with all of 
this ill treatmentðthis hopeless 
situation?  He prayed!  Notice, 
please, Jeremiah 33:1-3: 
ñWhile Jeremiah was still 
confined in the courtyard 
of the guard, the Word of 
the Lord came to him a 
second time:  This is what 
the Lord says, He Who 
made the earth, the Lord 
Who formed it and 
established itðthe Lord is 
His Name.  óCall to Me 
and I will answer you and 
tell you great and 
unsearchable things you 
do not know.ôò   

 I donôt know about you, but 
this passage, especially verse 3, 
gives me ñgoose bumps.ò  How 
awesome is our God to give His 
servant such an encouraging word 
when all seemed lost.  Itôs at 
difficult times such as these that 
we need to remember the promises 
of God. 
 In verse 3, Jeremiah gives us 
one of the most promise-filled 
prayers of the Bible. Some have 
even called this promise, JER-333, 
ñGodôs telephone number.ò 
Because in this verse, the Lord our 
God assured Jeremiah that even 
though Israelôs (and his) situation 
seemed hopeless, that he had only 
to call God, and He would answer.  
Truly amid these difficult 
situations of life, there is nothing 
we can do, humanly speaking, to 
make an eternal difference. Yet 
what we CANNOT do, God can!  
Praise Him! 

Dear Church Family, 
 Have you ever been in a 
situation which seemed hopeless?  
Many of us have, and it can be 
very discouraging.  It is here that I 
am so thankful for Godôs Word 
which points us back to His 
abundant grace and help. 
 One man who experienced 
Godôs great encouragement during 
a time of great heartache is the 
prophet Jeremiah.  The situation 
certainly appeared hopeless.  The 
city of Jerusalem was under siege 
by Nebachadnezzar, King of 
Babylon.  The people of Israel 
were trying to fight this despot in 
their own strength.  This was 
futile!  Now, what was Jeremiah 
doing during this time?  He was 
prophesying Godôs Word to them, 
but they werenôt listening.  In fact, 
they were so angry with him they 
put him under house arrest 
(chapter 33).  Later he was thrown 
into prison (chapter 37) and then 
into a cistern (chapter 38).  Not 

 Think of it, God Himself said 
to Jeremiah, ñCall to Me.ò  This 
is the invitation of the eternal, 
covenant-keeping God, Who is 
also the Creator and Sustainer 
(Colossians 1:17) of all things.  
He is all-powerful, all-knowing, 
and always present.  In other 
words, the ñlineò to Heaven is 
never busy.  By His grace, He is 
listening for us to call upon Him.  
It has been said that the only 
prayer that God does not answer 
is the prayer not prayed. 
 You may be facing a heavy 
situation todayða situation 
which seems hopeless.  But 
please know this:  you are not 
alone because the Lord is there 
waiting for you to call out to 
Him.  His answer may be 
different from what you desire, 
but His answers are always best.  
Our part is to humble ourselves 
before Him, lay aside our 
willfulness and worry and 
determine to obey Him. 
 May we all write ñGodôs 
telephone number, JER-333,ò on 
the table of our hearts and ñdialò 
it often. 
      Iôm praising only Him, 
      Pastor Rog 

Mail continued on p. 3 
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Dear TFB Friends, 
 Having recently been through the shock of our own Senior Pastorôs resignation, we 
wanted to be of encouragement and to let you know again, that we are praying for you. 
When our pastor resigned about a year ago, many of our people said that the timing of his 
resignation was terrible.  We responded that this couldnôt possibly be true, because it was 
Godôs timing.  Of course, we were right.  God brought us the perfect interim pastor and 
Pastor Rice at the perfect time.  We are now praying and believing that God, in His tender 
mercy and great grace, will do the same for you. 
In His love and ours, 

Slayden Yabrough Shirley Geisler                Marti Piper         Bʺʈ Peˉrs˛ʘ 

Interim Pastor  Ministry Council Chair      Search Committee Chair    Moderator 
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Open letter to Jim Standifer from Kent Meyer 
 
Dear Jim, 
 When I first started attending TFB back in 1973, 
I remember being greeted when we came in.  I still 
remember three of you, Lloyd Allison, Roy Pursche, 
and yourself.   
 Lloyd retired about 20 years ago and moved to 
Kingman, Arizona.  At that time, Lloyd was 
honored at our annual appreciation dinner.   We 
retired one of our offering plates and had an 
inscription placed in it commemorating his years of 
service to the church.  What I remember most about 
that event, is that his wife, Mary Lou, was crying 
when we presented Lloyd with the plaque.  Ushers 
and the ministry they perform often get overlooked 
when it comes time to say, ñthank you.ò 
 Today, of the three of you, only Roy is still on 
the job in the foyer at church.  I want you to know 
that you are missed.  You made people feel good 
when they came into church. I am sure that you did 
this because of your faithfulness to the ministry God 
gave you.  
 You did not retire, you stood at your post until 
you could no longer stand.  I think that God has 
spoken to this kind of commitment.  The following 
verse comes to mind.  I think that what is spoken 
about Paul and his ministry, can be said of yours: 
2 Tim 4:6-8 (ESV): 
ñFor I am already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure has come.  I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing.ò  

 When I come into church each week, I will miss 
your not being there.  What we are at TFB is in part 
because of what you were at TFBðthat 
distinguished-looking man that made me feel 
welcome when I came to church. 
 May the Lord continue to bless you. 
 
    In His love, 
    Kent Meyer   
 
 
See page 9 for more letters. 

College: 
 

Laura Springer, Ph.D., (Educational Studies), 
Talbot School of Theology at BIOLA 
Julie Harris, BA, (Business), 
Cal State Dominguez Hills 

Bethany Hadley, AA (Double Science Major), 
Harbor College 

High School: 

Hannah Arquisch 
Rocky DeFreitas 
Emma Fisher 
Quintin Gomes 

Katie Leyman 
Kami Morris 
Megan Newman 
Sarah Quinones 

Jr. High School: 

Elizabeth McBride 
Scarlett Ott® 

Nicholas Pagniano 
Jackson Schonberg 

Addison Sigsbury 

ConógraDóulations!! 

Kamper Kamp 
August 3-5 

 Make plans for our family ñKampò outing right 
here in our own backyardðat Wilderness Park in 
Redondo Beach.  It is a tent-only camp, and we 
have reserved 2 sites which hold 40 people each.  
You can come during the days and go home to your 
own bed at night, or you can bring your camping 
gear and spend Friday and Saturday nights there. 
 The cost is $20 per person for the weekend.  
Day visitors are free.  For more information, 
contact Karla Gaines. 


